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It is both a great pleasure and a great 

responsibility to be your Member of 

Parliament for Don Valley West. As such, I 

have very much enjoyed my work as your 

M.P. during my first three and a half months. 

The fall session was cut short, but this has 

given me more time to meet with constituents 

and listen to your concerns, comments and 

questions. 

During the week of January 11, I held seven 

ñcoffee and conversationò events around the 

riding. I hope that this becomes a regular way 

of gathering informally with residents of Don 

Valley West to share ideas and thoughts 

about current topics. Originally, I had the 

idea that these events would focus on the 

Budget. Of course, a wide variety of topics 

came up and I feel better informed and 

prepared for this session of Parliament. 

Equally, on January 22nd, I participated with 

other local politicians in an ñAll Politicians 

Town Hallò at John Fisher School. Very few 

ridings in the country do this sort of thing and 

I am very pleased to continue in this Don 

Valley West tradition with such a fine group 

of school trustees, city councillors and our 

Member of Provincial Parliament, the Hon. 

Kathleen Wynne. 

By most accounts, 2009 will be a challenging 

year for many Canadians. Seniors, dependent 

upon savings to supplement pension income, 

have written me of their concerns. Students 

have expressed concerns about the rising 

costs of post-secondary education and bleak 

prospects for summer employment. New 

Canadians, often the last to find jobs and the 

first to lose them, are living too close to the 

edge. Employers and employees alike are 

worried about both domestic and world 

markets and an economy that appears slow to 

recover. I will continue to work to ensure that 

the Government listens to these concerns and 

takes appropriate actions. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. My staff and I are always ready to help 

you. 

Michael Ignatieff Named New Liberal Leader A Message From Rob 

Mr. Ignatieff is the former Director of the 

Carr Centre for Human Rights and Policy at 

Harvard University and is one of the 

worldôs most influential voices in the global 

debate on human rights.  He received a 

history degree from the University of 

Toronto, his doctorate from Harvard and 

has held teaching posts at Harvard, 

Cambridge, Oxford, the University of 

California, the University of London and 

the London School of Economics. 

Rob has been an ongoing supporter of 

Michael since his initial election as the M.P. 

for Etobicoke-Lakeshore in 2006, and is 

looking forward to continuing his work 

alongside him in the future.  They are both 

committed to building a strong Liberal 

Party and through it a stronger Canada 

together into the future. 

 

On Wednesday, December 8, 2008, the 

Liberal Party of Canada announced the 

appointment of a new Interim Party Leader.  

Michael Ignatieff was selected by the 

National Executive in consultation with the 

current Members of Parliament, Senators, 

Council of Presidents, past candidates, and 

Commission Club Presidents.  With an 

overwhelming showing of support the 

decision to name Mr. Ignatieff as leader was 

a simple one.   

Mr. Ignatieff brings with him a strong 

background in politics, journalism and 

academics.  He was first elected to the 

House of Commons in 2006 representing 

the Toronto riding of Etobicoke-Lakeshore 

and served as the Deputy Leader of the 

Opposition during the last parliament.   

Constituency 
146 Laird Dr. Suite 203 

Toronto, ON  M4G 3V7 

Tel: (416) 467-7275 

Fax: (416) 467-8550 

Email:  roliphant@on.aibn.com 

 

Ottawa 
House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Tel: (613) 992-2855 

Fax: (613) 995-1635 

Email:  oliphr@parl.gc.ca 

Rob Oliphant  
Member of Parliament for Don Valley West   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit me on the web at www.roboliphantmp.ca  

M.P. Rob Oliphant with new Liberal Party Leader Michael Ignatieff 
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Please join Rob to celebrate Family Day 

this year at Flemingdon Arena.  We will 

have an afternoon of skating and family fun.  

The event will feature free skating at the 

arena, as well as free skate rentals (while 

supplies last, so get there early!). 

Kids will be able to take part in skating 

lessons from professional instructors during 

the afternoon.   

We are also looking for people who are 

interested in sponsoring this event by 

donating new or gently used skates to be 

used during the afternoon.  If you are 

interested please contact our office at 

roliphant@on.aibn.com.  

During the event we will be having our 

annual Warm Clothing Drive.  Please bring 

new or gently used toques, hats, mittens, 

gloves, scarves, coats, jackets, boots, and/or 

any clothes 

that are fit for 

winter.  All 

donations for 

this clothing 

drive will be 

given to New 

Circles 

Community 

Services.   

New Circles 

is a not-for-

profit social 

service 

agency that 

strives to help 

residents of 

the 

Flemingdon Park and Thorncliffe Park 

communities who need support.  Their 

primary service is their clothing bank which 

provides new and gently used clothes for 

men, women and children.  They also 

provide specialized programs such as 

Volunteer Employment Opportunities, 

Holiday Gift-Giving programs, Seniorsô 

Mobile Mall, and Job and Life Skills 

Training.    

Anyone unable to attend Family Fun Day 

but wishing to make a donation to New 

Circles can do so by visiting the centre at 10 

Gateway Blvd, Suite 100 or calling them at 

416-422-2591. 

We look forward to seeing you on the ice! 

Celebrate Family Day with M.P. Rob Oliphantôs First Annual Family Fun Day  

Monday, February 16, 2009, 1pm - 3pm, at Flemingdon Arena 

Rob Oliphant is Sworn in to Parliament 
On Friday, November 15th, 2008, friends 

and family from Don Valley West and 

across Canada joined Rob Oliphant as he 

was officially welcomed to the House of 

Commons as a Member of Parliament. 

A formal swearing-in ceremony takes place 

with the Clerk of the House and involves 

the member swearing an oath of allegiance 

or making a solemn affirmation.   

All elected Members of Parliament 

participate in a private ceremony with the 

Clerk where they are permitted to invite 

guests to observe.  Before taking their seat 

in the House of Commons all elected 

Members must make the oath or 

affirmation, followed by signing the Test 

Roll, a book whose pages are headed by the 

text of the oath or affirmation. 

This oath has been a tradition in Canada 

(and Great Britain before that) for 

generations.  It is laid out in the 

Constitution Act, 1867 and is a process that 

friends and many volunteers from the past 

campaign.  The ceremony was followed by 

a reception to welcome Rob to Parliament.   

all members must undergo in order to be 

permitted to serve their constituents.   

Rob was joined for this event by his family, 

Rob was joined by family and friends as he was sworn in as the Member of Parliament for Don Valley West.  


