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As I write this, the House of Commons is 

scheduled to rise for the summer on June 23rd, 

ending a five month session that began on 

January 26th. This session has been somewhat 

more productive than the fall session, which 

ended with the Prime Ministerôs request to 

prorogue Parliament. During the prorogation, 

the government took time to consider the 

Opposition demands that it rethink its response 

to the global economic crisis and its impact on 

Canadians. They did that with a second Throne 

Speech and a Budget that, while far from 

perfect, showed that they took our Opposition 

concerns seriously. 

Our concerns remain. Many Canadians have 

seen their jobs disappear as Ontarioôs 

manufacturing sector has faced huge 

challenges. The Employment Insurance system 

continues to discriminate against Ontarians, 

part-time workers and the self-employed, who 

have little or no access to the program. Those 

working and planning for retirement have seen 

their retirement savings shrivel and have 

expressed concerns about the slow recovery of 

the markets. And pensioners continue to 

express concerns about the security of their 

private pensions and the adequacy of their 

savings. In all of this we continue to push the 

government to use government as a force for 

good and to ensure that any spending on 

infrastructure both creates employment and will 

have long-term benefits in the community. 

I look forward to being in the riding through 

much of the summer and look forward to 

meeting you at neighbourhood and community 

events. Have a safe and enjoyable summer.  

Rob Oliphant Celebrates Earth Day with 

Community Cleanup 
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Rob Oliphant, alongside Don Valley West 

Member of Provincial Parliament, the Hon. 

Kathleen Wynne, joined over 250 members 

of the community to help celebrate Earth 

Day on Saturday, April 25th. 

Event participants met at the Flemingdon 

Health Centre where they enjoyed a great 

lunch provided by local caterer Shuluv.  

The group then grabbed their gear and 

headed for Don Mills Road where they 

collected 100 full bags of garbage. 

Following the clean-up, Dr. Louis Fliss of 

Flemingdon Health Centre also provided a 

special tour of the Gateway Greenbelt.  The 

tour of the Greenbelt led to a second partial 

garbage collection of the Gateway Ravine, 

as it was in desperate need of care.  

Hopefully, a future cleanup of this area will 

be arranged once the City of Toronto 

completes its current construction project.   

The community expressed an overwhelming 

amount of interest in this event, as a large 

group of people came out to support a 

greener, and cleaner Toronto.  We look 

forward to this being an annual event! 

Environmental Tips for Earth Day & Every Day

  ¶ Replace incandescent light bulbs with 
fluorescent bulbs 

¶ Weather-strip windows and doors 

¶ Walk, cycle, or use public transportation, or 
consider carpooling 

¶ Wash full loads of clothes in cold water and 
hang to dry 

¶ For summer air conditioning, set thermostat to 
24 or 25 degrees  

¶ Take short showers instead of baths 

¶ Close water tap when brushing your teeth 

¶ Donate, reuse, and recycle items before throwing 
them in the trash 
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Please join your Member of Parliament, 

Rob Oliphant, along with your Member of 

Provincial Parliament, the Honourable 

Kathleen Wynne to celebrate Canada Day 

this year.  The event will take place from 12  

until 2:00pm at the Flemingdon Hydro 

Fields, located behind Gateway Public 

School. 

The event will feature live music and 

performances from a variety of local 

entertainers, free face painting and 

temporary tattoos, a reading 

tent, and an inflatable 

bouncing castle. 

Also look for a special 

appearance from local 

firefighters who will be 

putting on a water works 

show. 

Snacks and beverages will be 

provided including frozen 

treats and samosas.   

Additional activities are to be 

confirmed, so stay tuned for 

updates and further surprises 

the day of the event. 

See you there!  

Join Rob Oliphant for our Canada Day Celebration 

July 1st, 2009 - 12pm - 2pm - Flemingdon Hydro Fields 

Liberal MP Mike Savage Joins Rob Oliphant for EI Town Hall 
Close to one hundred people joined Rob as 

he hosted a community town hall alongside 

Liberal Party Critic for Human Resources 

and Skills Development, Mike Savage.  Mr. 

Savage is the Member of Parliament for 

Dartmouth-Cole Harbour in Nova Scotia.   

Representatives from four local groups 

(Canadian Federation of University 

Women, Toronto and York Region Labour 

Council, Ontario Association of Youth 

Employment Centres, and the Afghan 

Womenôs Association) raised a variety of 

issues on the subject of Employment 

Insurance which sparked lively debate 

among many of the participants. 

Through the discussion of the current 

system for Employment Insurance, several 

themes became apparent: 

¶The need for improvements to EI to ensure 

fairness regardless of where you live, or 

your personal background 

¶That changes were necessary to the 

required number of insurable hours 

worked to qualify for EI. 

Participants were clear that the existing 

system is not presently effective.  Rob will 

take this message back to Ottawa where he 

will continue to push for EI reform. 

¶That the current system has a significantly 

greater impact on new Canadians, 

women and blue collar workers. 

Rob Oliphant and Mike Savage, Nova Scotia Liberal MP and Critic for Human Resources and Skills Development

  


